
Relational Issues: Dating 

 
 

Dating is something that occurs before marriage. It is an opportunity to share experiences, 
thoughts and emotions with a significant other. It is a way of knowing someone on a deeper 
level than just a casual friendship. Although dating can be positive, it can also become 
something that results in a distraction from healthy relationships with friends, family and most 
importantly a relationship with God. People can get involved in “dating” relationships that cause 
distraction and obliviousness to what the design and purpose of dating really is. Premature, 
rushed dating can be dangerous. Without the proper understanding of what a healthy 
relationship is, people can find themselves confusing lust with love and true affection.  
 
Notice: 
Leaders could have a Growth Group member who is in a dating relationship or contemplating 
one but does not appear ready to handle the realities and purpose of dating. A Growth Group 
member can be struggling emotionally, spiritually, relationally and/or sexually due to his/her 
dating relationship. 
  
Evaluate: 
Is the member struggling due to his/her dating relationship? Has the member exhibited 
dangerous habits in or due to dating? Does the person appear to be neglecting other 
relationships with family, friends and even the group to be with his/her significant other? Is 
he/she willing to convey a purposeful strategy in dating and evaluate his/her personal dating 
habits? 
  
Scripture: 
Growth Group leaders are not trained or authorized to serve as relationship counselors, but are 
called to share God’s word in every situation. Here are applicable scriptures for dealing with 
dating: 
 

· "Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness 

have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? What harmony is there 



between Christ and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 2 

Corinthians 6:14-15  

· "How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to your word. I 

seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. I have hidden your 

word in my heart that I might not sin against you." Psalm 119:9-11 

· "Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character." 1 Corinthians 15:33 

· "Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with                

those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart." 2 Timothy 2:22 

 


