
VENTURE OUT
~ Passion of the Call ~

READ
Genesis 18:16-26, 32-33   *   Romans 8:26-27   *   Ezekial 22:30   *   Revelation 1:6

REFLECT
Over the last few weeks, you’ve heard about Venture Out and how we’re asking for your part 
in giving towards the vision that God is directing our church towards. Six years ago, the 
Lord called our church to be a “church for the unchurched,” and now, He is calling us to take 
that outside of our church walls! How can we do this? The first step is to pray. Why pray? 
God wants our hearts to grow passionate for those that we are giving to - the unchurched. 
God calls us to care about the unchurched, to create a new reality of hope for them, to
personaly connect them to God, and to allow them to experience a life-saving relationship 
with Christ.

“God knows how to get your attention and create compassion in your heart for total
strangers... if you will listen.” - Jeff Clark

As you pray for others, your heart begins to soften towards them, to grow more
compassionate. God has ordained the prayers of His people to be the conduit of His action 
in this world. Prayer is the avenue in which we can come face to face with the God of all
creation to personally ask for direction, clarity and a change of heart. God listens with a 
willing and compassionate ear. Only when you begin to ask God to change your heart to care 
for those around you, will you see the “why” behind the act of giving to others. We can only 
do so much; it is the Gospel that has the power to change lives and build communities.

TALK IT OVER
* What stood out to you in the sermon? Did God challenge, convict or encourage you in any 
way? What were some points that stuck out to you?
* God’s call is unpredictable and it doesn’t always make sense. Knowing this, has God placed 
a calling on your life that you may have found yourself running away from because it doesn’t 
make sense in your current circumstance?
* Do you trust God to provide all that you need, even if He asks you to give some back to His 
church? Why or why not? Sharing this transparent answer may encourage others in your 
group or yourself to press through and come to terms with your hesitations.
* How can prayer actually change our hearts to care for others? Have you done this before - 
prayed for someone and had your heart change toward them?
* God blesses us so that we can bless others. How have you blessed someone lately (giving of 
your time, advice/mentorship, money, etc)?
* Like Abraham, will you stand in the gap to connect the lost, the unchurched? If your heart 
is willing, how will you do this?
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 LIVE IT OUT

PRAYER: Be in prayer of what God is calling you to do as a partner or regular attender in 
our church family. Pray about how God wants you to give and serve through Venture Out as 
we seek to be faithful in where God is leading our church.

GIVE: In scripture we see that everyone to whom much is given, of him much will be re-
quired (Luke 12:48b). We also see that even a small, sacrificial gift is just as impactful as 
abundant giving from a prideful, arrogant heart (Luke 21:3-4). So, no matter what you have, 
God has given you the ability to live from day to day, week to week. He’s given you grace and 
mercy beyond words. Why? Because He loves you. Why not give some back to His church 
so that ministry is possible in your area and beyond? God tells you not to worry  (Matthew 
6:25-34), so He will not leave you without when you give.

GET OUT: Take the opportunity to see the culture of South Mississippi in a totally different 
light. Ask God to allow you to see our community and the lost and unchurched in a different 
way. Dig deep and reach out to stand in the gap for those far from God so that they too can 
come to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
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