
MIRAC L E S
J O S E P H

T H E  M I R A C L E  O F  A C C E P T A N C E
M A T T H E W  1 : 1 8 - 2 5

READ:
Matthew 1:18-25  •  Ephesians 2:8 • James 1:17
2 Corinthians 9:15 • Philippians 2:8-10
 
REFLECT:
Throughout the holiday season this year, we as a church family 
will be looking at the miracles of Christmas -- how God worked 
in miraculous ways in the lives of those who were present at 
the first Christmas, and how we can experience God’s
miracles today.
The first person we’ll be looking at is Joseph, the father of 
Jesus. Joseph found himself in the middle of a controversial 
situation with Mary, his fiancé, who found herself pregnant 
before they had been married. Ready to end his engagement, 
Joseph was confronted by an angel of the Lord and was told 
how God was going to use Joseph in His story. Joseph soon 
saw this mess of a situation as a miracle from the Lord, and 
took on this social, physical, emotional and spiritual di�culty 
as a challenge!

Just as Joseph accepted Jesus as his son, even though there 
was no biological connection, we are accepted and adopted 
into the family of God. You see, the tough thing for Joseph was 
that people around him would probably judge and condemn 
not only him but his soon-to-be wife, Mary. Yet, even in the 
midst of surrounding pressures and expectations, Joseph was 
obedient to God’s call on his and Mary’s life, regardless of what 
others thought. He accepted Jesus as his son in spite of the 
criticism of others. He could have easily become obsessed with 
what people thought about him, and would have missed out on 
all the blessings of God. Instead, Joseph was obedient; he lived 
for an audience of one, and a miracle of acceptance and grace 
came from it!

Just like Joseph accepted and adopted Jesus as his son, God 
has provided a way for you to be accepted and adopted into His 
family for you through salvation. God provided this baby, the 
soon to be Messiah, that would go to his death and resurrec-
tion to provide a way of life for you. This baby, Jesus, would 
provide a way for the entire world to be saved. God’s grace in 
Joseph and Mary’s life is mirrored in the story of your life. God 
has given you grace beyond grace through salvation in Jesus. 
This Christmas miracle, found this week through Joseph’s 
obedience by accepting God’s son as his own, led to a beautiful 
story that would lead to the greatest miracle of all… Jesus’s 
death and resurrection!
 

 TALK IT OVER:
· All miracles start with a mess. Is there a mess in your life 
currently? How can you be praying for God to turn it
into a miracle?
· Like Joseph, God has called us into obedience to Him. What 
in your life right now is hindering you from being obedient to 
God? Who can you share this with so that you can be held 
accountable? We are not meant to live life alone, so lean on 
someone to help you through this circumstance or season.
· Have you found yourself seeking the approval of others? So 
much so that it a�ects your obedience to God? How?
· Some people would have run from this situation, but Joseph 
stayed put. Are you currently running from a situation in your 
life where God may be calling you to stay and be faithful?
· Do you understand the depth of how God has accepted you as 
His own? Read the following verses and write down your 
thoughts on how this was a miracle for you! Read over 
Galatians 4:5-7, Romans 9:8. He came into this world to save 
you and bring you a new life! Read Romans 6:23, Romans 5:8, 
and Romans 10:9-10
 
LIVE IT OUT:
God’s plan in the mess: Sometimes the messiness of life can be 
tough, but God may be trying to grow, encourage, and/or 
challenge you in the midst of hurt, frustration, waiting, and/or 
pain. Take some time to talk with God about this season if this 
is you right now. Share your heart with him, your thoughts and 
questions. Ask Him to give you patience and peace in the midst 
of this season and to help you be obedient to Him.
“If you stop trying to manage God, He will start to develop 
you.” – Je� Clark
 
Believe in miracles: It is one thing to be religious, but another 
to have a relationship with God. Joseph adopted Jesus as his 
own son. God has given you the opportunity to be adopted into 
His family. Do you have a relationship with God? Test what is 
shared over these next few weeks against what the Bible says. 
Allow your heart and your mind to be open to what Jesus 
wants to reveal to you in the midst of a messy life. God has 
come to save you. He has performed a miracle on your behalf 
so that you can receive salvation.
“All you need is nothing. Yet, a lot of you bring an armful of 
excuses or good works or good intentions. NO! As the hymn 
says, ‘Nothing in my arms I bring, simply to the cross I cling.’”
– Je� Clark


