
MIRAC L E S
S H E P H E R D S

T H E  M I R A C L E  O F  P E A C E  
L U K E  2 : 1 - 2 0

READ:
Luke 2:1-20   •   John 14:27   •   2 Timothy 1:7   •  Romans 
15:13   •   Philippians 4:7-9

REFLECT:
This week we focus our attention on the shepherds in 
the Christmas story. These were hard-working men of 
the field who weren’t trusted and categorized as 
outcasts. But still, their lives had routine and order, until 
a big announcement shook them up in a BIG way. The 
Bible says that the sudden appearance of an angel filled 
them with “terror” (Luke 2:9), but little did they know 
that their fear would be replaced with peace. And not 
just a momentary feeling of peace, but access to an 
eternal relationship with the Prince of Peace.   
As we find ourselves in a frenzy this holiday season, 
because of finances, family, foes and so on, we can relate 
to the anxiety and fear the shepherds felt. But, when you 
feel the strike of fear rattling, call out to God and ask 
Him to remind you of His boundless gift of miraculous 
peace. The miraculous gift of peace that God o�ers us is 
still the same today as it was all those years ago for the 
shepherds. The miraculous gift of peace that God o�ers 
us sets us free from the bondage of immobilizing worry 
and replaces fear with perpetual hope.
In the midst of uncertainty and brokenness, God 
illuminates the Good News as we read His Word (the 
Bible) and connect with other believers (the Church). 
For the downcast, the outcast, the weary, for all the 
“shepherds” out there, God has provided you a peace 
that will pass your understanding as you seek Jesus 
Christ (Philippians 4:7). You can have peace and 
comfort in the midst of the uncertain times that come 
with our temporary residency in a broken world. The 
miracle of peace we find in Jesus Christ at Christmas 
reminds us that no matter what happens in the world 
around us, God’s promises remain the same. Our King is 
still on His throne ( Psalm 45:6 & Hebrews 1:8), our 
citizenship is still in His kingdom (Ephesians 2:19 & 
Philippians 3:20), our confidence is still in His reign (1 
Corinthians 15:20-28), our joy is still in His salvation 
(Psalm 35:9 & 51:12), our inheritance is still as His 
children (Ephesians 1:11 & 1 Peter 1:4) and our hope is 
still in His coming (Titus 2:13).

TALK IT OVER:
• Have you experienced a time where fear has overcome 
you? What did you do to refocus your heart and your 
mind? Noticing and being aware of these patterns can 
help you overcome fear and anxiety. “And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7
• Many times our worries or fears are rooted in an e�ort 
to maintain control in our lives. What issue, relationship 
or thing are you fearful of losing control over in your 
life? Is your need to control this area of your life hurting 
your relationships? Is it giving birth to fear in your life? 
Let it go. Vulnerability before the Lord replaces fear 
with peace. “Peace is what I leave with you; it is my own 
peace that I give you. I do not give it as the world does. 
Do not be worried and upset; do not be afraid.” John 
14:27
• Has God interrupted your life by calling you to take 
action in some way? Have you been faithful to follow 
through with this interruption? Share this with a friend 
and pray for peace and direction to see what God is 
showing you.
• Like the shepherds, do you find yourself curious about 
this Savior? About this Christmas story? What about the 
birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus brings up 
questions for you? Make sure to write these down and 
meet with a Christian friend or church sta� member to 
talk about the answers. Knowledge of God’s teachings in 
the Bible brings peace and confidence; examine every 
word and you will find truth!

LIVE IT OUT:
Move to Action. Take the opportunity this week to share 
what Jesus means to you with someone else. Don’t be 
afraid of what they may think. Just like the shepherds, 
embrace the miracle of God’s peace within you - you 
never know, your willingness to share may spark the 
miracle someone else needs in their life. 

Rest in His Peace. God has promised peace for those 
that believe and follow Him. Take time this week to rest 
in the knowledge of this gift from God. Even in the midst 
of the season’s chaos, the miracle of God’s unexplainable 
peace can abide for those who seek Him. “You will seek 
me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” 
Jeremiah 29:13


